RIVERBY

upon one side of the nest began to disappear, and
the head and neck of a black snake to slowly slide
out on a horizontal branch on the other; in a mo-
ment the snake had cleared the nest, and stretched
himself along the branch.

Another rock-fragment jarred his perch, when he
slid cautiously along toward the branch of a large
pine-tree which came out and mingled its spray with
that of the hemlock. It was soon apparent that the
snake was going to take refuge in the pine. As he
made the passage from one tree to the other, we
sought to dislodge him by a shower of sticks and
stones, but without success; he was soon upon a
large branch of the pine, and, stretched out on top
of the limb, thought himself quite hidden. And so
he was; but we knew his hiding-place, and the
stones and clubs we hurled soon made him uneasy.
Presently a club struck the branch with such force
that he was fairly dislodged, but saved himself by
quickly wrapping his tail about the limb. In this
position he hung for some moments, but the inter-
vening branches shielded him pretty well from our
missiles, and he soon recovered himself and gained
a still higher branch that reached out over the road
and nearly made a bridge to the trees on the other
side.

Seeing the monster was likely to escape us, unless
we assailed him at closer quarters, I determined to
climb the tree. A smaller tree growing near helped
138d another, when the dark loops and folds
